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General view of the first automobile show held in Madison Square Garden,
November 5, 1900

25 Years of Automobile Shows

Looking back on America’s first motor vehicle exhibit
and its influence on the growth of the industry

E industrial showmen of the late
1890's were quick to appreciate the
possibilities of the automobile from
an exhibition standpoint. Hardly had
the mews of the Times-Herald race, 1895,
reached the East wuntil there was talk
of exhibitions. Madison Square Garden
appointed a man to organize a permanent
exhibit for automaobiles. Some automobiles
were put into the various bicycle shows as
early as 1897, and the New York cycle show
of 1899 was almost the frst automobile
show. The Chicago Imter-Ocean, recogniz-
ing that it had made an error in neglecting
the new wvehicle when the Times-Herald had
staged its race, organized an out-door show
in Washington Park in that city. This show
was given in 1900,

The automobile publications were printing
reports from Europe about amazing automo-
bile shows that were well attended, and in
New York and other American citics the
proud car owners, stirred by manufacturers,

were giving parades and crowds were turn-
ing out to see the novel vehicles and some-
times to jeer at those whose machines would
not start after necessary stops and some that
just stopped. The stage was set for the au-
tomobile show.

In New York cycle shows were being held
and it was natural that the antomobile idea
should be incorporated in these shows, as the
bicycle manufacturers were in the main turn-
ing out the cars of that day and they had one
very decided advantage of understanding
publicity better than the men devoted en-
tirely to automobiles. So it came about that
a combined show was given at Madison
Square Garden beginning January 24, 1900
The American Bicycle Co. took 104 of the
245 spaces. The automobile exhibitors were:
Indiana Bicycle Co., Loomiz Automobile
Co., Foster & Co,, Canda Mig. Co., Riker
Electric Vehicle Co,, Duryea Motor Co. and
International Automohile & Vehicle Co., and
representing the accessory group were Dia-
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Tri-cycles were popular in those days and
many demonstrations were carried out on
track of Madison Square Garden Show

mond Rubber Co., Dixon Crucible Co.,
American Roller Bearing Co. and Gleason-
Peters Air Pump Co.

Perhaps the chief result of the New York
show was to eall forth editorials in the trade
press that the time had come for an exclu-
sive automobile show that would properly
represent the industry. It had becn said
that previous to that time there was mno

organization in the industry suitable to
handle a show. Then this paragraph:
“The situation has changed, however. We

bave in the Automobile Club of America an
organization well fitted to undertake the
work of an exhibition. As a neutral body,
aloof from the commercial entanglements
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and animated by a worthy ambition to fur-
ther the interests of the new industry as a
whole, its position is one of impartial
dignity.”

The idea planted in this paragraph ruled
for a long time in many sections of the
country. It became a part of the ambition
of the motor clubs in various sections of
the country to hold worth-while shows, and
it was a very long time before the dealers in
many of the cities took over the exhibitions.

There was one point of exceplion at this
time, however. Samuel A Miles, owner of
Moter Age, in Chicago, was a showman from
years back. In England, his native coun-
try, he had experience in sporting club work,
and since his arrival in this country in 1880,
he had been in mewspaper, publicity and
promotion work, and he had recently
changed the name of his Chicago publica-
tion from Cyele Age to Motor Age in 1899,
in keeping with the change of transportation
vision. He saw in the automohbile something
for the showman. Mr. Miles was watching
the show eforts in the East as well as in his
section of the country and a special repre-
sentative of his publication attended the
combined cycle and automobile show in New
York.

In the East, this show attracted little at-
tention even from the business papers, but in
Chicago Mr. Miles, with his own’ enterprises
in mind, gave considerable publicity to the
show and among the comments appearing
there we find these:
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A view of the first automobile show, showing the runway track used for testing vehicles

“]. QOverten Payne, the multi-millionaire, pears to have been criticised because the
purchased a Waverly automobile from Billy exhibits were not ready and because it rained,
Young for $1,500 cash. This is the third sale but there was a considerable gathering of
for the old time bicycle rider for the week. notables of the day. Alexander Winton was

And this jtem: present in hope of meeting Albert Bostwick

“Exhibitors at the show were driven to 274 W. K. Vanderbilt, Jr., famous drivers of

he east, but they had engagements else-
death with applications for agencies. No $
maker could be found who was in position Where. ~FHowever, Albert Champion and

to fill any number of orders. The chief Kenneth A. Skinner were preseat to race
¢ their motoreycles.
anxicty is secemingly to catch up with the {

orders of the present, and a number of clever ! The exhibitors were Wood Motor V‘::-
advertising schemes presented to makers | hicle Co., American Bicycle Co., Baldwin
received scant attention,” Chain Co., Buffale Gasoline Motor Co.,
. . . Canda Bros., Carse Bros., Consolidated Rub-
h?]l,?st::::n:tfht ST De. St ad ber Tire Co., De Dim:-Boutun Motorette
% Co., Eastern Automobile Co., Empire Motor

The Caterers’ Words Works, Helios-Upton Co., Hewitt-Lindstrom

“Harry Stevens, the Madison Square

Motor Co., Incumblie Co. of Amznca_ﬁ
Garden caterer, could not withstand the

W) , William P. Mi

ns, Mobile Co. o menﬂ Motsinger De-
pressure of the show of automobiles. Mr. | yice Mig. Co., Ohia ﬁ_mgmbﬂ . {Pack-
Stevens finally came forth from his hash | ard), St. Louis Motor Carriage Co. EDurri:}.
producing den and purchased what he de- Strong & Rogers, U. 5. Ball Bearing Co.,
scribes as a ‘b-e-a-u-t-i-f-u-l machine’ No\ J. Q. Wells Co. Chicago Motor Vehicle
more horses for me,” said Mr, Stevens.” Co., Olds Motor Works, Porter Battery Co.,

It is quite evident from the nature of the

B. F. Sweet, Wagner Electric Mig. Cn,
comment on this first New York show, that/ Winton Motor Carriage Co.
Mr. Miles, the owner of Motor Age, ha

Mr. Miles was wvery active at this show
definitely in his mind the plan that later hd and lent of his handicapping and racing
was to take over the automobile show i

experience to make this out-door affair as

=..He was already planning his first Chicago successful as possible for the public and at

show. the same time point out to the trade that a
However, before Mr. Miles' show opened, mixed industrial and sporting event was not

the Inter-Ocean show was held in Washing- the proper thing for trade promotion.

ton Park, that city, September 18, 1900. In connection with the publicity for this

This was 2 tourpament, with races an c¥  show, Mr, Miles announced that an industrial

driving exhibitions. The management ap- exhibit was planned for the next March
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*(1901) in the Coliseum in Chicago under
{the -management of Motor Age.

¢Between the Inter-Ocean exhibition and
thie: Chicago show, came what was really the
tfirst of the exclusive automobile shows under
‘mutomebile management in the New York
whow of November 3 to 10, 1900, - This show
svas under the management of Frank W.
Sanger and sponsored by the Automobile
LChub: of -Americd, the New York owners’ of=
iganizatior.  Amnother show was announced
for the Grand Central Palace three weeks
later under the mnaxmcnt af - Marcus
MWathai; a ‘purely private enterprise backed .
bj' thf_- manlgcm:nl of the building.

Bhnw J‘Luspl::m

The .&utnmuhule Club of America was
identified with the first ive New York shows,
although the National Association of Auto-
mobile Manufacturers was interested and
taking a miore active part each year. The
Association fook over the shows in 1906
Mr. Sangér, who had charge of these early
shows, died in April, 1904,
£ At this time the trade press was warning
against the activities of irresponsible pro-
motors who had seized upon the automobile
g& a means of organizing hippodrome exhi-
bitions of which the Inter-Ocean show in
Chicage was a type. The burden of these
warnings “was® that the automobile manu-
ficturérs and dealers and the automobile
chulis"should be-certaln ‘as to the responsi-

The New York show, November 3, 1900,

VH!W of the managers of these shows.

. at Madison Square Garden, proved to be

the actual foundation of the show business,
for during this show, the National Associa-
tiant 6f “Automobile Manuiatlurers. N.A A
M., was organized. The' first ‘meeting was
held n-the Press Ruum of the Garden and
the second meeting at the Hoffman House,
ST/ Davis,” Jr., was selected as pr:sni:nt
The ‘members did not find out at this time
exactly what ‘they were organizing for, but
they knew there was need for an organiza-
tiom. An effort was made to pass a resolu-
tibn dgﬁ.nmg shiois, But the members de-
clined 10 commit thtmuh:s at this time.

I5’!".l-|ur show was quite an évent. There
were d:mnmtralmn tracks, driving exhibi=
tibng - and some ancient steam v:h:cl:s on
eshibition. All of the prominent racing men

. were present and the Automobile Co. of

Almerica had an inclined track 200 feet long
on-the roof of the Garden Building, on which
the: élimbing and braking powers of their
cars were demonstrated.

*The Palace show was held and during this
the mew -association made further steps to-
wird organization, but the show itseli did
not seem to be entirely satisfactory to the
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backers. It_was.a. purely: financial. venture
and it helped. to_clarify. the. situation.

One of the early guestions before the Na-
tional Assgciation of -Automobile - Manufac-
turers was deciding . whether or . not . there
should be :. Chicago_show, as.announced by
Mr. Miles. A special.meeting was held and
_there was _ \ﬁ-unm of .telegrams - from ;the
Chicago n:uspap:rs favoring -the show -and
pledging tll.cu' support for it. ~The .manu-
facturers in .this way gave .moral support.

Ir. Miles g:nre hls show and -thc Aollowing
were t.'hhlhltﬂ.l‘!.

National Autamobile & Electrical ‘Vehicle
Co., Ei E... “Thomas Motor Co., De Dion-
Bouton Mataretie Co;, Mobile Co. of Amer-
ica, Fanning Mig, Co., Shelby Steel Tube
Co, Woods Aotor Vehicle Co., Knox Au-
tomobile Co., ﬁ!lwaukee Automobile  Co.,
Electric Vehlﬂn ewllt-Lan m -
tor Vehicle Co., Steam Vehicle Co. of
America, Tweulmlh ‘Century Mig. Co, B. F.
Goodrich Co., Goodyear Tire and Rubber
Co., Truscott Boat Co., Woods, Waring Co.,
O. V. Bachelle, Automobile & Cycle Parts
Co, C. HS Lul:'.g,un Cycle Co, Ralph Temple
Automobile and Supply Co., India Rubber
Co., Midgley Mfg. Co., Diamond Rubber
Co., George D. ‘Garland Ca., Standard Weld-
ing Co., Snell Cycle Flttmgs Co., Badger
Brass Mfg, iCo., Veeder Mfg. Co., Hoetelling
Bros., L"btﬂy Bell Co., .ﬁmt;nc.m Roller

Bearing Baldwin Cau:le Chain Co.,
Munger Vehicle Tire Co., Moffett Vehicle
Bearing l:u "L B:aey & Co., Tuner

Brass Works, fa.rs: ros., Porter Sl.ura,ge
Battery Co., TFucker & Co.

This show, 'hkr, m.hr:r: of that year, in-
cluded a nnstrntmn track. The attend-
ance was af no time so great that the cars
could not, h demonsirated at will. The

An ease in mmﬁ’: and ﬂexib:lltjr test at
st

. .ﬂj




AUTOMOBILE TRADE JOURNAL £ 31

demonstrations are said to have been of
great interest to the spectators.

This show was a success from the view-
point of Mr. Miles in that it established that
the public was interested and that a well
regulated show would be worth while for
manufacturers. Also it put Chicago on the
ghow map. The promotors did not make
much out of it but they felt that they were
well set for another year, which proved true.
The morning scssions of this show were
open to the trade without charge.

Second New York Show

The second New York show was held in
Madison Square Garden November 2-9,
1901, and Mr. Sanger was again man-
ager. There were electric, steam and
gasoline divisions. That year the reporters
in describing the show began to talk of
styles, predominance of certain ideas and to
treat the show idea generally as a fixed in-
stitution. There was considerable dizap-

pointment on the part of some specta rs

when they found that the popular race drivers
of the day—Vanderbilt, Bostwick, Keene and
others were not on exhibition.

A note says that W. E. Metzger, who had
put Detroit on the ﬁmﬁhr_ previous
summer by his Grosse Pointe races, was
the busiest man at the show. The big news
surprise of the show was the announcement
that Haynes and the Apperson Bros. were
to have separate factories,

The 1902 Chicago show began March 1,

L=,

Kansas City's first automobile show, March 4, 1907
Fromoted solely by J. H. Wittman as thers was no dealers’ o
decorations were from the Madison Squnre Garden New York

and advertisements give the name of 5. A.
Miles as manager, and also report that the
show iz “under the auspices of the Chi-
cago Automobile Club and the National As-
sociation of Automobile Manufacturers.”
The show was entirely successful in the way
of attendance despite the fact that Prince
Henry of Germany was the Chicago guest
at the time. It was at this show that club
delegates from many sections met and or-
ganized the American Automobile Associa-
tion with Winthrop E. Scarritt president.

Just prior to this show the Automohile
Club of America and the National Associa-
tion of Automobile Manuvfacturers settled
their dispute about the New York show.
The recent show had been so successful that
everybody wanted a hand in it. Finally it
was decided to hold only one show in New
York and the two organizations held it.

In 1906 the series of rival shows that
lasted umtil the Association of Licensed Au-
tomobile Manufacturers was disbanded be-
gan. These rival shows were very spirited
events. There was much plotting among the
leaders to have a big news event to announce
during their shows, but the greatest of these
came entirely without planning on the part
of the promotors. Manager Miles steered
his course as one of neutrality, but the license
holders would not be neuwtral.

It was during the 1911 show that the de-
cision of Judge Noyes was handed down, the
decision that the Selden patent was walid,
but that Henry Ford did not infringe the

nization at that time. Tha
uto Show of 1007 and ware

srécted In Kansas Clty Conventlon Hall as hers shown by the original New York decorators.




patent because the patent described only the
Brayton type engine and that this type was
not used in automobiles, Ewvery manufac-
turéer knew that this was the end of the
Selden patent and also the end of the
A. L A. M. This was casily the biggest
news item that ever came with the shows,
and it cleared the way for Manager Miles
to_have a clear sweep with his shows and
their course since has not been invelved
" with serious difficulties nor interrupted ex-
cept in the case of the omission of the na-
ticnal shows one year—191%—and the deci-
sion of the N. A, C. C. not to give a show
in. that year was made before the ending
of the war. The MNew York and Chicago
dealers carried on that year and because the
conflict was actually ended, Mr. Miles as-
sisted with the shows.

Growth of Show Idea

The show idea spread rapidly and within
the early years of the century almost every
city in the country held an automobile and
fashion show combined. The automobile
clubs fostered the show as a social and
money making proposition. In 1906 there
came a turn and the automobile dealers of
the various cities wanted a more business-
like air to the shows, and this was the be-
ginning of the dealer associations. The
show profits have created a fund that held
most of the dealer associations together.
Today there is an automobile show in prac-
tically every county seat of populous dis-
tricts. The show is really the foundation
of the Dealer Association Movement,

‘The first association west of the Mississippi
River was that at Kansas City, organized by
J. H. Whittman, then distributor of the
Fope lines. Mr. Whittman had wisited the
Madison Square Garden show late in 1906
and bought the decorations and took them
to his home town for a show during the
winter of 1906-07. This was rather an ad-
venture at the time and bid fair to fail when
E. H. Patterson, then advertising manager
of the Kansas City Post, saw the possibilities
for business and swung that newspaper to its
support and established the show as an an-
nual feature of Kansas City.

. “There have been some notable develop-
ments in the show movement. The first Bos-
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ton show was held February 24-28, 1903, ',"d
this was now a show in the present meaning
of the word. It really was a demonstration
that automobiles would run. It was given
under the auspices of the New England Au-
tomobile Association. Peginning Mareh 21,
1903, only a month later, the Boston Auto-
mobile Dealers’ Association held a show in
which thers were not stunts but at which
practically all automobiles sold in Beston
were exhibited. This show made money, in
the face of that fact that the show only
four weeks previous had lost money. This
was the beginning of the Boston shows.
This first show attracted many manufac-
turers and many dealers from all parts of
New England, and this New England char-
acter for the show has been maintained. The
Boston show has always stood second to the
New York and Chicago shows in respect fo
attendance of manufacturing executives, and
while never of a national character, has al-

~ways been of a sectional character, rather

than the local character by most local shows.
Of late years, Chester I. Camphbell, a veteran
in the show ranks, has been instrumental in
maintaining this reputation.

The Show on the Coast

The San Francisco show had held some-
thing of the same sectional character. [t
is regarded as the Pacific Coast show, and
it has been suggested at times that this show
be made a third national exhibit.

This year the Motor Accessory Manufac-
turing Assoeiation recognizes it as a na-
tional show so far as parts exhibits are con-
cerned. George A. Wahlgren, long identi-
fied with automaobile publications in Denver
and points west, has maintained the wide
reputation for this show.

The Show Managers' Association was or-
ganized at Chicago in 1917, and includes in
its ranks such wveteran show managers as
Captain R. E. Lee, of 5t. Lonis; Claude E.
Holgate, of Newark; Walter Wilmott, oi
Minneapolis; Bart J. Ruddle, of Milwaukee;
H. H. Shuart, of Detroit. Fred Caley of
Cleveland, was active in the association be-
fore he turned over the Cleveland shows
to his former assistant, Herbert Buckman.
E. E. Peake, one of the organizers, died in
Kansas City in November, 1924,

,»  Gas Production Increase

Production of gasoline during October
totaled 760,646,784 gallons, an increase over
the previous month of approximately 10
000,000 gallons, says the Department of the
Interior. Average daily production was 24,-
500,000 gallons. Domestic consumption of
gasoline of that month amounted to 751,
499,199 gallons.

Essay Winner Announced

John Liska, a student in a Wood County
High School, Wisconsin Rapids, Wis,, won
the H, 5. Firestone 4 year scholarship
offered for the best essay by high school
students on the subject “The Relation of
Improved Highways to Home Life.” The
contest was conducted by the Highway
Education Board.
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