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REPLICA

A museum-quality
replica of the 19th
century’s hottest bike

BY MIKE McMESSOR
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f Today's chopper-riding, made-for-TV
outlaws - talk rough, but would they

A have had the guts to throw o leg over
Sylvester H. Roper's hike?

When Roper rode info town in the late
1560, he wasn’t straddling a benign four-
stroke twin, but a potentially explosive
charcoal-fired steam boiler. The steam from
thar vertical fire-tube bailer puffed pressure
into a pair of cylinders—like those wsed o
drive the wheels of a steam locomaotive —
which tumed the back wheel.

The sear on Roper’s quaint-enough look-
Ing steam h'rflw'l['rnh' doubled as the water
tank for the boiler, and the bike's speed was
controlled by twisting the hand grips—a
twist forwaird pllll.l:.l. a cable thar |\|\:||.|_-.t|_ -
valve an the front of the boiler, releasing
more steam into the cylinders, while a owist
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rearward applied a friction brake on the
front wheel

There was no suspension for the rider, but
rlw I\Illt'T was cushioned from i1||||'|!l\ Ml 1[1;‘
road by a pair of springs atop the rods that
secured it to the frame. The boilers firebox
was at the base where charcoal could be fed
in through a round door, and its chimney
puffed exhanst aft of the seat.

The wheels provided no cushion for
Roper either—they were built like wagon
wheels: wooden hubs, wooden spokes and a
wocden rim shod with a steel band.

Roper, who died reportedly of heart failure
in 1896 while testing a later version of his
steam-powered bike, is said o have demon-
strated his early “steam velocipede” around
}":I-"l'- l::1~.{|.|mL Tl K.I.l.'.' e ._|t' I'I.t‘\. CREAEpOTES 15
part of the Smithsonian collection, another

is ar the Owls Head Transportation Museum
in Owls Head, Maine.

The bike fearured here is the creation
of motorcycle restorer and customizer Bill
Egpers, 72, of Goshen, Connecricur. Ics a
replica and doesn't run, but the detail the for-
mer cabinetmaker has built into his ribute
bike caught the atention of the Barber Vin-
rage Motorsports. Museum in Birmingham,
Alabama, and the Motoreyclepedia Museum
in Newburgh, Mew York, where two similar
replicas builr by Egoers are on display.

Eggers worked from photographs of the
Roper steam velocipede ar the Owls Head
museum to create his bikes '.'||'|d CE AL =]
that it takes him about eight months o
scratch-build one, working eight hours a day
seven davs a week,

The bedler is fabricated our of a sheer of




brags rolled into shape then held wogether
with solder and dogens of neatly aligned
rivers. The cylinders thar drive the wheels
are made of wood wrapped in sheet brass,
bur they have pistons inside and they tum

when the rear wheel is spun. The wheels

out of ash, with a pro
esmeen still use, and Eg
ips and foot-
e. The spokes are ash, while
including the backbone of

Were steam-
that Ami:
rurns the sp
pegs on his
evervrhing

“I useé red oak because it's strong, it will
take a beauriful Anish and | can stain it to
make it look 100

SPECIFICATIONS*®

Engine Vertical fire-tisbe boiler with
two 2.25-inch bore drive
cylinders

Horsepower L]

Transmission Direct drive

Wheelbase 43 inches

Wheels 34-inch wooden with iron
band “tires”

Brakes Front wheel only, spoon type

* For the onginal 1867 Roper,

Bike featured s a replica.
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